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Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board


P. O. Box 731

Charles Town, WV   25414-0731

    2009-2010 Annual Report

The Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board affirms that agriculture must continue as an integral and viable part of the county’s economy, landscape, natural resources and sense of community. Therefore, the mission of the Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board is to implement identified goals, objectives and policies for the protection and preservation of Jefferson County land best suited for farming in accordance with West Virginia Code 8A-12-1:21.   

Established by the Jefferson County Commission on July 13, 2000, the Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board protects important farmland throughout Jefferson County by accepting donations of conservation easements and through purchases of conservation easements from willing sellers to ensure that prime farmland remains available for agricultural uses.  Although established in 2000, a local funding source was not authorized by the WV State Legislature and the Jefferson County Commission until late 2002.
The need to preserve land necessary for the continuation of the agricultural industry in Jefferson County is closely related to our quality of life and affects broader economic issues.  A strategy for protecting farmland in our rural areas is vital to the future of the agricultural industry, because adverse impacts on land resources will have an adverse impact on farm productivity.  Agricultural land is a non-renewable resource.  The simplest way to avoid losing the farmland long term is to protect the agriculture-related land in Jefferson County with a Deed of Conservation Easement.  
A conservation easement is a flexible legal tool that enables landowners to permanently protect the natural, scenic and historic values of their property from development and subdivision.  Property owners retain full use and ownership of the land.  Because an easement is perpetual, it is transferred with the property when it is sold, thereby forever protecting it.  Easements have become a key tool for protecting land threatened by development and inappropriate uses around the country.

The Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board negotiates with eligible property owners to ensure the protection of farmland within the county.  The Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board places a conservation easement on properties that qualify for consideration under the terms established by the Jefferson County Commission-approved farmland protection program.  

Funding Sources

Local Funding

Funding for the Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board was established under a  state law passed in 2002 that allows West Virginia counties to levy a transfer tax on real estate to purchase development rights from landowners who want their land protected so that it may remain agriculturally viable. The local share of easement purchases are generated through the real estate transfer tax and through donations
 from citizens and organizations interested in farmland conservation.
 Local funds, totaling $6,588,334.00 have been either expended or obligated for the purchase of a Deed of Conservation Easement on 29 properties for a total of 2,998 acres.  In 2009-2010, the Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board spent $1,127,664.00 to add an additional 240 acres, for a total of purchased easements of 2,271 acres on 24 farms
2002 and 2008 Farm Bills
The 2002 and 2008 Farm Bills, provide funding for conservation programs on working farmlands.  The United States Department of Agriculture, through the Natural Resources Conservation Service, awards matching funds from the 2002 and 2008 Farm Bills for Conservation Easement purchases.  The Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board has expended $1,941,697 of the Farm Bill funds toward the purchase of 1,670 acres in Jefferson County since 2002.
The Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board has obligated an additional $2,132,737.00 from the Farm Bill funds toward the purchase of 727 added acres in Jefferson County.  

National Park Service
As of August 2003, in conjunction with the Civil War Preservation Trust and The Land Trust of the Eastern Panhandle, the Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board has secured $1.04 million to protect farmland in the Antietam Advance and Retreat Study area along Engle-Molers and Trough Roads outside of Shepherdstown.  

Funding for these farmland conservation easement purchases will come from the National Park Service, the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board.  There are approximately 3,600 acres eligible for protection in our area under the American Battlefield Protection Program in the Antietam Advance and Retreat Study Area and in the Middleway area.  

Currently, the Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board has expended $1,023,495 of the NPS-CWPT funds to protect 524 acres.  
Additionally, the JCFPB is in the process of protecting additional properties in Jefferson County in the Antietam Advance and Retreat Study area. 
Properties Closed or in Progress

The Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board currently holds easements on 24 properties in Jefferson County, totaling 2,271 acres for a total cost of $7,420,789 and a local cost of $4,455,597.  

The Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board is in the process of negotiating a Deed of Conservation Easement on five additional properties, totaling 727 acres for a total cost of $4,265,474 and a local cost of $2,132,737.  

The Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board has received applications from seven additional landowners interested in negotiating a Deed of Conservation Easement.  The total acreage in application is 1,121, at a total cost of $4,881,152 and a local cost of $2,440,576.  

Farmland Protection Board Members

The composition of every farmland protection board is dictated by the Voluntary Farmland Protection Act.  The Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board is composed of seven members, each serving without compensation but eligible for reimbursement of actual expenses while engaged in the discharge of official duties.  All members are required to be county residents.  Each member is a voting member, except for the Jefferson County Commissioner, who shall serve in a non-voting, advisory capacity.  All members are appointed by the Jefferson County Commission and serve at the will and pleasure of the Commission.  
The specific composition of the Board is as follows:

· One County Commissioner (non-voting)-Mrs. Frances Morgan
· The Executive Director of the County Development Authority-Mr. Thomas Bayuzik
· One farmer who is a county resident and a member of the county farm bureau-Mr. Bob Henshaw
· One farmer who is a county resident and a member of a soil conservation district-Mr. Chris Lotze, Board Vice-Chair
· One farmer who is a county resident-Mr. Joe Funkhouser, Board Secretary
· Two county residents who are not members of any of the above organizations-Mr. Peter Fricke, Board Chair & Mr. Phil Cox, Board Treasurer

The Jefferson County Farmland Protection Board is assisted in the process of purchasing and accepting donated conservation easements by the Board Administrator, 304/728-3255 FarmlandProtection@jcda.net.
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Board Members





County Commissioner


Frances Morgan


P.O. Box 750


Charles Town, WV 25414


Phone: 725-8289


� HYPERLINK "mailto:fmorgan@jeffersoncountywv.org" �fmorgan@jeffersoncountywv.org�





County Development Authority


Jane Peters 


1948 Wiltshire Road


Kearneysville, WV  25443


Phone: 728-3255				


Fax: 725-3133		


� HYPERLINK "mailto:burrpark@intrepid.net" ��burrpark@intrepid.net�





County Farm Bureau


Bob Henshaw 


(President)


5885 Middleway Pike


Kearneysville, WV 25430


Phone: 725-4810							


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Henshaw@citlink.net" ��Henshaw@citlink.net�





Soil Conservation District


Chris Lotze


2231 Old Leetown Pike


Kearneysville, WV 25430


Phone: 728-7928


� HYPERLINK "mailto:roxleyfarms@citlink.net" ��roxleyfarms@citlink.net�





County Farmer 


Joe Funkhouser 


(Vice President)


P.O. Box 670


Charles Town, WV  25425


Phone: 725-3158			


� HYPERLINK "mailto:joefunkhouser@hotmail.com" ��joefunkhouser@hotmail.com�





Non-Farmer County Residents 


Phil Cox


(Treasurer)


382 South Hills Drive


Shepherdstown, WV 25443


Phone: 876-1499				


� HYPERLINK "mailto:pcoxvanwykest@copper.net" ��pcoxvanwykest@copper.net�





Peter Fricke 


(Secretary)


5 East Street


Middleway, WV 25430-5600


Phone: 728-6400


� HYPERLINK "mailto:peter.fricke@frontiernet.net" ��peter.fricke@frontiernet.net�


















































